Issue 61, Vol. 1,2019 


The Magazine of the Real Hare Krsna Movement 

"Defeating Tyranny in the Realm of Thought" 


www.iskconirm.com 


Failure of the GBC's 
'Philosophers' 




















































W' 


Page 2* Issue 61 


• Vol. 1, 2019 • Back To Prabhupada 



BACK TO PRABHUPADA 


Published quarterly 

Founded under the inspiration of 
His Divine Grace A.C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupada, Founder -Acarya, 
International Society for Krishna 
Consciousness (ISKCON) 

Editor: Krishnakant 

Changing address? 

Don't miss out on your free 
subscription to BTP! Contact 
us as below to update your 
address - or if you wish to un¬ 
subscribe. 

For more information, and 
letters to the editor, please 
write to: 

BackTo Prabhupada 
PO Box 1056, BUSHEY 
GREAT BRITAIN, WD23 3BR 

or email: 

irm@iskconirm.com 

website: 

www.iskconirm.com 


Want to receive BTP but don't want 
anyone to see or know? Then ask 
for your subscription to be sent in 
a plain, unmarked envelope. This 
confidential service is offered free 
of charge. Simply let us know. And 
tell potential subscribers about this 
service too. 

Contents Page 

Expansion of Bait & Switch.3 

The Great Guru Switch. 4 

The Effort to Stop the IRM.5 

Failure of GBC's Philosophers ... 6 
Failure of GBC's Philosophers - 2.. 7 
BTP Interactive. 8 

Hoax Propped up by Blind 
Following.13 

SrTla Prabhupada's Words 
Expose Ambition.14 

Blind Following Leads to 
Contradiction.15 

Author Rebuts Own Book.16 


Lord Krishna’s Books 


Welcome to Issue 61 of Back To Prabhupada (BTP). 

In previous issues, we have exposed the trend 
of ISKCON members writing their own unauthorised 
and unnecessary versions of Bhagavad-gita and 5/7- 
mad-Bhagavatam in competition with SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's books. And on this issue's back page there is 
another article regarding this subject. SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's books, being complete and empowered in 
every way, have single-handedly brought everyone 
to the Krishna consciousness movement and made 
everyone devotees. Consequently, SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada has not authorised anyone to write compet¬ 
ing books or declared his books are lacking in some 
way. However, this has not stopped these rival "au¬ 
thors" from claiming their rival books are necessary, 
and thus competing with SrTla Prabhupada's books. 

They and any potential rival authors should lis¬ 
ten to one of their own number. In a posting on 
8/12/18, one of the original 11 ISKCON "gurus" and 
GBC member HH Hridayananda Dasa Goswami 
("HD") correctly glorified SrTla Prabhupada's books 
as having been empowered directly by Lord Krishna: 

"Prabhupada's books embody an undeniable 
and unmatched spiritual potency. In short. Lord 
Krishna Himself is powerfully present in Prabhu¬ 
pada's books, more so than in any other books. 
Further, in a foreign language Prabhupada 
taught complex, profound concepts in remark¬ 
ably clear, consistent, universal language. These 
and other unique features of his books reveal the 
direct, guiding hand of Lord Krishna. I believe it 
was these and similar transcendent qualities in 
his books that Prabhupada attributed to the di¬ 
rect intervention of Lord Krishna". 

HD admits that SrTla Prabhupada's books are un¬ 
matched in spiritual potency, contain the powerful 
presence of Lord Krishna more than any other books, 
and were directly and personally guided by Lord 
Krishna's hand. Thus, he accepts that SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's books are coming directly from the spiritual 
world. Indeed, HD states that Lord Krishna Himself 
wrote SrTla Prabhupada's books (emphasis added): 

"...fully honors Lord Krishna's direct, person- 

IRM Mission Statement 


al role in writing Prabhupada's books, consistent 
with Prabhupada's own statements." 

As HD notes, the fact that SrTla Prabhupada's 
books were written by Lord Krishna is also stated by 
SrTla Prabhupada: 

"That is not my explanation, that is Krsna's ex¬ 
planation. I cannot explain now. That moment I 
could explain. That means Krsna's... I can under¬ 
stand that, that the description is very nicely giv¬ 
en. Although it is my writing, but I know it is not 
my writing. It is Krsna's writing ." 

(Room Conversation, 4/9/76, emphasis added) 

However, this wonderful glorification has not pre¬ 
vented HD from writing his own competing Bhaga¬ 
vad-gita to SrTla Prabhupada's world-famous Bhaga¬ 
vad-gita As ltls\ But since SrTla Prabhupada's Bhaga¬ 
vad-gita As It Is was written by Lord Krishna, and is 
" unmatched in spiritual potency", as admitted by HD, 
then there cannot possibly be any spiritual reason for 
HD or anyone else to write their own version. Rather, 
SrTla Prabhupada explains right at the beginning of 
his Bhagavad-gita As It Is why people write unneces¬ 
sary versions of Bhagavad-gita: 

"Before my presentation of Bhagavad-gita As 
It Is, almost all the English editions of Bhagavad- 
gita were introduced to fulfill someone's person¬ 
al ambition ." 

(Bhagavad-gita As It Is, Preface, original 1972 edition, 
emphasis added) 

Given, then, that either through the authority of 
SrTla Prabhupada or ISKCON's leaders, it is accepted 
that Lord Krishna Himself has written SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's books, it must mean that only a fool would 
write a book to compete with SrTla Prabhupada's 
books - because only a fool would try to write a book 
to compete with the Supreme Personality of God¬ 
head. Thus, in effect, anyone who writes books trying 
to cover the same subject matter that SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's books have already perfectly covered, must 
believe they are a better writer than God Himself! 

Thank you and Hare Krishna. 

In SrTla Prabhupada's service, 

Krishnakant 


S ince the physical departure of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami SrTla Prabhupada from our 
material vision on November 14,1977, the International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON), the 
great movement that he single-handedly founded in 1966, and which is the only hope for humanity, has un¬ 
dergone a massive deterioration in its spiritual purity. This has been due to various deviations from the instruc¬ 
tions and standards given by SrTla Prabhupada, the chief of which being his displacement as the sole diksa 
guru for ISKCON. The ISKCON Revival Movement (IRM) seeks to restore ISKCON to its former glory, purity and 
philosophical chastity through the re-institution of all the instructions and standards that SrTla Prabhupada 
gave, beginning with his role as the sole authority and diksa guru for ISKCON. The IRM's position is set out in 
The Final Order-see back page to order your free copy. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Mass Expansion of ISKCON’s Bait & Switch Scam 


The BBT (Bhaktivedanta Book Trust) has pub¬ 
lished a new book titled In Essence ("IE"). This 
is a compilation of quotes from SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada on various subjects, tied together via 
brief commentary and different subject head¬ 
ings. It begins by addressing basic questions 
such as "Who Am I?", and progresses through 
to answering "Who Is Krsna?" and "How to 
Practise Bhakti-yoga" at the end of the book. It 
has thus been designed for mass distribution 
to the general public, to act as an introductory 
text to get new persons interested in Krishna 
consciousness, and was distributed widely 
during ISKCON's 2018 Christmas book mara¬ 
thon. Quotes from this book are presented be¬ 
low in shaded boxes. All emphases added. 

The guru we need 

On page 68 of IE, the subject of the guru 
is introduced, with the heading "Do I Need a 
Guru?". This section is illustrated with a colour 
picture of SrTla Prabhupada, above a quotation 
from him stating the need to accept a guru. 
And, earlier in the Introduction of the book, it 
was stated that SrTla Prabhupada is: 

"founder -acarya and spiritual master of the 
Hare Krsna movement." 

Thus, the answer to the question of "Do I 
Need a Guru?" is answered in the affirmative 
by quoting, and presenting a picture of, SrTla 
Prabhupada, having already told the reader 
that SrTla Prabhupada is the guru for the whole 
of ISKCON. Thus, at this point, the reader can 
only conclude that the guru SrTla Prabhupada 
states we must accept is simply himself. Then, 
the next section, titled "Can't I Be My Own 
Guru?", quotes SrTla Prabhupada stating that 
we must surrender to a guru who: 

"is capable of giving instructions on the 
Bhagavad-gita and other texts discussing God 
realization." (p. 69) 

And, in the Introduction, the reader was al¬ 
ready told at the outset that SrTla Prabhupada 
is such a person: 

"So SrTla Prabhupada answers the questions in 
this book from the viewpoint of a bhakti-yo- 
gi, speaking from texts such as the Bhagavad- 
gita, one of yoga's primary philosophical 
works, and the Srimad-Bhagavatam, the phil¬ 
osophical and literary exposition on bhakti phi¬ 
losophy." 

SrTla Prabhupada is then quoted (p. 70) 
stating that this knowledge can only be re¬ 
ceived from one who is not a conditioned soul. 
Thus, following on from the previous section, 


the reader is given further confirmation that 
SrTla Prabhupada is the required guru. 

The diksa guru 

On page 123, in the chapter "How to Prac¬ 
tise Bhakti-yoga", the book compilers state: 
"Krsna states in the Bhagavad-gita that it's best 
to follow the teachings of a bona fide spiritual 
master. If you wish to practise bhakti seriously, 
you will at some point need a teacher realized 
in its teachings." 

This refers to verse 4.34 from the Bhag¬ 
avad-gita, since this is where Krishna speaks 
of following a self-realised, bona fide spiritual 
master. The compilers then immediately state 
that SrTla Prabhupada is such a person: 

"His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swa- 
mi Prabhupada, founder -acarya of the Inter¬ 
national Society for Krishna Consciousness 
(ISKCON), is one such teacher." 

This verse in the Bhagavad-gita referred to 
above, 4.34, states- 

"tad viddhi pranipatena 

pariprasnena sevaya 
upadeksyanti te jnanam 
jhaninas tattva-darsinah " 

- and refers to the diksa guru , since in the 
word-for-word meanings, SrTla Prabhupada 
translates "upadeksyanti" as "initiate". This is 
not disputed, with ISKCON GBC and guru HH 
Sivarama Swami ("SRS") explaining that this 
verse refers to accepting the diksa guru: 

"The spiritual master is not just per¬ 
forming some kind of ritualistic function, 
namely giving diksa or initiation L..1 He has 
a responsibility that Krsna Himself elabo¬ 
rates on in the Bhagavad-gita . [...] And "tad 
viddhi pranipatena , upadeksyanti". when 

you've taken diksa then you should inquire 
from him submissively". 

(SRS, Q&A on "Guru-disciple relationship in 
ISKCON", 17/11 /13) 

And the BBT, ISKCON's official publish¬ 
er, has stated in the passage from its book 
IE above, that Bg. 4.34 refers to "His Divine 
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu¬ 
pada, founder -acarya of ISKCON" as this re¬ 
alised, bona Me^diksa guru. Hence ISKCON is 
publicly accepting that SrTla Prabhupada is the 

initiating (diksa) guru of ISKCON . 

The guru required to serve Krishna 

IE then further confirms that SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada is the only spiritual master needed for 
devotees to approach and serve Krishna: 



Srila Prabhupada: Presented as diksa 
guru only to attract recruits to ISKCON 


"This first mantra is to the spiritual master [SrTla 
Prabhupada's pranam mantra alone is given - 
Ed.]. [...] In humility, we ask to serve by offer¬ 
ing our spiritual master what we have cooked 
and asking him to offer it to Krsna. [...] We be¬ 
gin meditation or worship by respecting the 
spiritual master. The spiritual master is Kfsna's 
dear servant and representative, and we owe 
him an immense debt of gratitude for the 
knowledge he gives us about ourselves and 
our relationship with Krsna. Hare Krishna devo¬ 
tees place a picture of their guru, SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada. on their altars." (pp. 131-134) 

Conclusion 

The reader of this book is therefore de¬ 
liberately presented the conclusion that SrTla 
Prabhupada is the diksa guru, the only guru 
one needs to surrender to in order to serve 
Krishna. The book does not mention that any 
other guru will be required. However, once a 
person joins ISKCON, none of this holds. In¬ 
deed, the very person listed as a compiler of 
this book stated that after he was initiated, he 
"started realizing more and more that HH 
Kanana Kanana Swami [a GBC-elected guru 
- Ed.] is indeed his guru." (" Vyasa-puja Re¬ 
port", 2015). Innocent people are therefore 
cheated twice. First, they are conned into get¬ 
ting attracted to ISKCON by being made to 
think that SrTla Prabhupada alone is their guru, 
even though that is not allowed in ISKCON to¬ 
day. Then, after joining ISKCON, they will be 
conned again into believing that they must 
accept a GBC replacement guru - please see 
next article for more details. This is the "bait 
and switch" scam which we highlighted in the 
previous issue ("SrTla Prabhupada - Our Eter¬ 
nal Spiritual Master"). Only, it has now been 
expanded into becoming the official recruit¬ 
ing tool for ISKCON through the mass distribu¬ 
tion of this book. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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The Great Guru Switch 


Having become attracted to ISKCON by the 
"bait" of SrTla Prabhupada (as shown in the pre¬ 
vious article), newcomers then need to be per¬ 
suaded to "switch" to one of the GBC's own re¬ 
placement gurus. This is done via a mandato¬ 
ry "ISKCON Disciples Course" which all recruits 
are expected to attend in order to "prepare" 
for initiation. We have mentioned this course 
in previous issues. The course also has an of¬ 
ficial "Students Handbook", which the course 
attendee will: "use as a reference through¬ 
out your devotional career." (Handbook in¬ 
troduction). 

Below we present statements from this 
handbook to prove recruits are conned into 
rejecting SrTla Prabhupada for the GBC's own 
voted-in gurus. Quotes from the handbook will 
be presented in shaded boxes. 

8 false arguments 

The handbook first correctly presents 
many quotes from SrTla Prabhupada which es¬ 
tablish the need to accept a bona fide guru. 
Having established this, it then needs to elim¬ 
inate SrTla Prabhupada as being such a bona 
fide guru that one can accept, thereby leav¬ 
ing the field clear for the GBC gurus.The hand¬ 
book attempts to do this by presenting a sec¬ 
tion, just a few pages after the Introduction, 
titled "Arguments Refuting the Posthumous 
Ritvik Theory". The term "Posthumous Ritvik 
Theory" is used to both: 

a) Emphasise that SrTla Prabhupada is 
"dead" (posthumous), and thus try to imply 
that you cannot accept him; 

b) Refer to the IRM's position that SrTla 
Prabhupada remains ISKCON's diksa guru. 

The handbook then proceeds to present 8 
arguments which supposedly rebut this "Post¬ 
humous Ritvik Theory". Below we show how 
every single one of these arguments has zero 
relevance to rebutting SrTla Prabhupada re¬ 
maining as ISKCON's diksa guru. 

Param guru fallacy 

"• There is no example of one taking diksa 
from one's param- guru in any of the bona-fide 
Vaisnava sampraddyas. 

• There is no sastric evidence indicating that 
one may take diksa from one's param- guru. 

• VTrabhadra GosvamT, the son of Lord Ni- 
tyananda Prabhu, in a letter to SrTnivasa Acarya 
ostracized one Jaya-gopal from Vaisnava soci¬ 
ety for claiming himself as a disciple of his Par- 
arin- guru." 


The term "one's param guru" refers to the 
guru of one's own guru, or "grandfather" guru, 
if you will. Thus, it is correctly argued that if you 
already have a diksa guru, you should not also 
accept your diksa guru's diksa guru as anoth¬ 
er diksa guru for yourself. And no one, as far 
as we are aware, is arguing this. The IRM is cer¬ 
tainly not. The IRM states that one should ac¬ 
cept SrTla Prabhupada as their diksa guru, not 
their param- guru. Thus, these "arguments" 
above have zero relevance to the issue. 

SrTla Prabhupada is simply assumed to be 
the param-guru without any evidence demon¬ 
strating why, how and when he stopped be¬ 
ing ISKCON's current-link diksa guru, which he 
has been since he founded it in 1966. By start¬ 
ing with SrTla Prabhupada supposedly being 
the param- guru, the course commits the log¬ 
ical fallacy of assuming that which needs to 
be proven-as the claim that SrTla Prabhupada 
stopped acting as ISKCON's current diksa guru 
is the very claim that the handbook is sup¬ 
posed to be demonstrating. 

Fabricated arguments 

"• The argument that there are no qualified 
d/'/csa-gurus amongst Prabhupada's disciples 
indicates that Prabhupada's teachings have 
not proven effective. So what would be the 
use of becoming Prabhupada's diksa disciple 
through the ritvik priest anyway? 

• Ritvik theory implies that only exceptionally 
empowered acaryas can become guru which is 
not supported in sastra nor Vaisnava tradition. 

• Ritvik theory implies that acaryas can act con¬ 
trary to sastra ." 

• The IRM is not stating that there are defi¬ 
nitely no qualified diksa gurus. It is stating the 
fact that SrTla Prabhupada did not give up act¬ 
ing as ISKCON's diksa guru, thus making such 
qualified diksa gurus unnecessary anyway. 

• Nor is the IRM stating that only certain 
"empowered acaryas " can ever become guru. 
We are stating the fact, as confirmed by the 
GBC (unwittingly, in their Sri la Prabhupada: The 
Founder-kcaxya of ISKCON booklet), that one 
such empowered acarya , SrTla Prabhupada, is 
the Founder and Acarya of ISKCON, and there¬ 
fore remains its diksa guru. 

• Nor are we stating that acaryas can or do 
act contrary to sastra. For sastra does not for¬ 
bid an acarya from continuing to remain as the 
acarya, and therefore, diksa guru, of the institu¬ 
tion he founded. 



Attack on Srlla Prabhupada 

"• Ritvik theory functions by undermining the 
natural development of faith in living Vaisna- 
vas, which is an essential aspect of bhakti. 

• A ritvik guru gives advice however he does 
not formally accept the responsibility of de¬ 
livering the disciple as a bone-fide diksa-gu- 
ru does." 

• SrTla Prabhupada has not taught that 
"development of faith in living Vaisnavas" is 
an "essential aspect of bhakti". This is a fabri¬ 
cation. And if being SrTla Prabhupada's disci¬ 
ple (“ritvik theory" or the IRM's position) under¬ 
mines bhakti, then SrTla Prabhupada is being 
attacked as having undermined bhakti for ini¬ 
tiating many disciples who never had physical 
contact with him-the same position as those 
becoming his disciples today. 

• Yes, a bona fide diksa guru, not the ritvik, 
delivers the disciple. That bona fide diksa guru 
is SrTla Prabhupada. Thus, this is simply stating 
the IRM's position! 

Conclusion 

We say devotees are being conned be¬ 
cause, as can be seen from the above, they are 
presented with a list of nonsensical and fab¬ 
ricated arguments that have no relevance to 
whether or not they can actually accept SrTla 
Prabhupada as their diksa guru. When speak¬ 
ing about false gurus, SrTla Prabhupada said: 

"You can cheat, but it will not be effective". 
(Room Conversation, 22/4/77) 

This also applies to arguments attempting 
to support false gurus. Hence, devotees who 
have been indoctrinated by ISKCON are una¬ 
ble to challenge our position, having been fed 
only lies about it, as seen above. Thus, in the 
long run, this GBC program of conning devo¬ 
tees about the IRM's position will not be effec¬ 
tive, for sooner or later they will come across 
the truth, and be found wanting. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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The Concerted Effort to Stop the IRM 


GBC-elected guru HH Sivarama Swami 
("SRS") has had his disciples launch a pro¬ 
ject to promote him on social media and the 
internet in general. In a podcast dated 20/1 /19, 
he explained about this project, stating that 
around 10 devotees have been working on it 
for about 2 years, with most of the financing 
"being done by the Hungarian yatra". He had 
one of the main leaders of this project, his dis¬ 
ciple Radha-Damodara Dasa, also give a pres¬ 
entation on the project, and the quotes in 
shaded boxes below are from this presenta¬ 
tion. As we shall see, SRS's big internet project 
ran into an even bigger obstacle-the IRM! 

The IRM's reach -1 

'The first thing that Guru Maharaja [SRS - Ed.] 
has said to me in India was that... actually 
this is an anecdote, if you don't mind I'll re¬ 
call, but he said that he went to meet with the 
High Commissioner, I guess in Hungary, and 
on meeting with the High Commissioner, the 
High Commissioner said, 'Oh, I have your new 
book, somebody sent it to me', and so he went 
and pulled it out-and it wasn't any of Mahara¬ 
ja's books. It was a ritvik book, 108 Deviations." 

This actually refers to the book 100 Devi¬ 
ations: The Life and Teachings of HH Sivarama 
Swami , published by the IRM. This book gives 
SRS's history and teachings by using only a 
compilation of verbatim quotes and pictures 
of SRS. Thus, for a reader, it is non-different 
from "any of Maharaja's books", in that it sim¬ 
ply contains SRS's words (and those of SrTla 
Prabhupada), just as a book by SRS would. 

I am poison 

Continuing on, SRS's reaction to this inci¬ 
dent is described: 

"so Maharaja was saying, you know like, 'We 
can't do anything, 'cause this poison is spread 
everywhere'." 

But, as we mentioned, the book in ques¬ 
tion contains SRS's own quotes, along with 
some quotes from SrTla Prabhupada. Thus, as¬ 
suming, we hope, that SRS is not referring to 
the words of his own spiritual master, SrTla 
Prabhupada, as being poison, SRS is claiming 
that his own words are poison. Hence, SRS is 
saying that he is "poison", as he is objecting to 
his own words being distributed. If he feels that 
his words are so poisonous, then he should re¬ 
tract them and state that every single quote of 
his in that book, spread over a period of dec¬ 


ades, he made in error, presumably because 
he was in ignorance and illusion during all that 
time. But he has not done so. 

The IRM's reach - 2 

"And it's true, when you search "Sivarama Swa¬ 
mi" on Google the first full page, three quarters 
of which was ritvik sites. So you know, the idea 
was that we can't really do anything until we 
deal with that problem, which was phase one." 

This refers to many of our articles on SRS 
from our website, www.iskconirm.com, 
which appeared when you searched for SRS 
on Google, since we have over 50 such arti¬ 
cles! However, our IRM website is basically like 
a library where we add papers and articles we 
have written over the years. We made no sep¬ 
arate effort to advertise or push this website 
or the SRS material, as it is basically just a da¬ 
tabase, a repository for reference rather than 
a daily news site. Thus, it was a pleasant sur¬ 
prise to find, as reported here, that our papers 
on SRS were so highly ranked on Google, de¬ 
spite us having not taken any specific actions 
to make that happen! 

Time and money 

"So, we're very happy to say that, you know, 
in a year, just over a year and half, that whole 
front page has been cleared now of any rit¬ 
vik sites. [...] Radhanath Swami had the same 
problem, and they spent, you know, 150,000, 
200,000 dollars in trying to rectify that prob¬ 
lem. We didn't spend anything like that mon¬ 
ey, so Guru Maharaja was especially pleased 
about that." 

1) We can note that in comparison to no 
effort having been made by us to get our ma¬ 
terial highly ranked on Google, SRS has had to 
create a special project which had to expend 
men, time and money to combat us. As stated, 
it took them over 1 V 2 years to remove links to 
our papers on SRS from Google's front page. 
And though they claim they did not spend "an¬ 
ything like" $200,000, even a small fraction of 
this is still thousands of dollars! 

2 ) It is also interesting to note the spend¬ 
ing by GBC-elected guru HH Radhanath Swa¬ 
mi. He spent about $200,000, not on preach¬ 
ing SrTla Prabhupada's message, but on trying 
to protect his reputation against people read¬ 
ing information about him! Useful information 
for his past and potential donors to know. 



HH Sivarama Swami: 

Calls his own words "poison" 


All not about Krishna 

"We've also created a community of 280,000 
English speakers online, English followers, 
90,000 Hungarian followers, and 12,000 Turk¬ 
ish followers, so we'll start looking at 400,000 
followers in two years, and the videos have 
amounted to over 50 million." 

In our article in BTP 59, "Preaching about 
Krishna", we exposed that these many views 
for SRS's videos have been achieved due to en¬ 
suring that the videos are about secular topics 
such as "guns","plastics", etc., with no mention 
of Krishna. In addition, they also preach about 
"blood milk", which is against SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's teachings on consuming commercial 
milk. 

Conclusion 

It is clear that ISKCON's leaders find the IRM 
a formidable opposition, and thus they have 
needed to make a concerted effort to try to 
prevent the truth presented by us from being 
made available. In the previous article about 
the Disciples Course handbook, we noted that 
ISKCON leaders had attempted to counter the 
IRM's arguments by lying about them. And 
here, they have used a different technique, 
and attempted to counter the IRM's arguments 
by simply working to hide them! There is ab¬ 
solutely no attempt made to actually answer 
the IRM's arguments. Thus, they have given up 
the fight of trying to rebut our arguments, and 
have instead effectively admitted defeat by 
simply focusing on how they can stop people 
reading them to begin with. When ISKCON's 
leaders respond with suppression rather than 
knowledge , it means they are already running 
scared, and the IRM has already won. As SrTla 
Prabhupada states: 

"If I say, "You are rascal, you are thief," 
and if you don't reply, that means you ac¬ 
cept it." 

(Room Conversation, 28/12/76) 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare and be happy! 
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The Failure of the GBC’s ‘Philosophers’ 


In the previous issue's article "The Many De¬ 
viations of Sahajiyaism" , we exposed the lack 
of philosophical understanding displayed by 
a member of the “Sastric Advisory Council" 
("SAC"), whose members are supposed to 
be advising the GBC on philosophical under¬ 
standing (GBC Resolution 604, 2002)! Below 
we examine the philosophical understanding 
of another member of the SAC, Narayani Dasi 
("ND"). The quotes in shaded boxes are from a 
talk she gave, which was published on 25/9/18. 
All emphases added. 

GSS means genuine guru only 

"So that's the checks and balances. Guru isn't 
everything. Guru is one third, sadhu is one 
third, sastra is one third. Otherwise, if you think 
guru is everything, then if your guru leaves 
then you have nothing. What's left?" 

ND refers to guru, sadhu and sastra 

("GSS"), and speaks of all three being required 
because if the guru leaves, then you will still 
have sadhu and sastra left. However, having all 
three-guru, sadhu and sastra- is not meant to 
accommodate a guru leaving, but to ensure 
that you have a genuine, bona fide guru in the 
first place: 

"As stated by Narottama-dasa Thakura, 
sadhu-sastra-guru: one has to test all spirit¬ 
ual matters according to the instructions of 
saintly persons, scriptures and the spiritu¬ 
al master. The spiritual master is one who 
follows the instructions of his predeces¬ 
sors, namely the sadhus, or saintly persons. 
A bona fide spiritual master does not men¬ 

tion anything not mentioned in the author¬ 
ized scriptures ." 

(SB, 4.16.1) 

Thus, having a threefold "guru, sadhu and 
sastra" system is not to provide a compensa¬ 
tory "back-up" for after the guru leaves, but to 
provide corroboration to ensure you select a 
guru who will not leave: 

"Sadhu sastra guru vakya tinete koriya 
aikya. [...] The scripture should be consult¬ 
ed, and we should have to see whether it is 
corroborated. So we should not accept any 
man as spiritual master or holy man if he 

does not corroborate with the statement of 

the scripture. He's at once rejected ." 

(Srila Prabhupada, Room Conversation, 11/5/69) 

Thus, using GSS, the bogus guru is himself 
rejected first, thus ensuring he does not have a 
chance to cheat the disciple by leaving! 


Real sadhu makes no mistakes 

"if the sadhus say some mistakes to you, you 
have guru and sastra. If you can't understand 
the sastra then you have guru and sadhu" 

But a sadhu is always in line with guru and 
sastra: 

"Therefore sadhu and guru and sastra, 
they are identical." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 13/11/72) 

" Neither a sadhu (saintly person or 
Vaisnava) nor a bona fide spiritual master 
says anything that is beyond the scope of 

the sanction of the revealed scriptures ." 

(Cc., Adi-lila, 7.48) 

Thus, guru and sastra can be used to elim¬ 
inate someone claiming to be a "sadhu" if he 
makes mistakes by speaking something which 
is not in line with guru and sastra. But such 
a person was not a "sadhu". Because sadhus 
as mentioned in "GSS", which ND specifical¬ 
ly refers to above, are by definition only those 
who do not make a mistake, but rather always 
speak in line with sastra and guru. So, again, 
it is not that we have three-guru, sadhu and 
sastra- in order to help accommodate the situ¬ 
ation where the actual sadhus who are part of 
GSS end up talking nonsense, as ND mistaken¬ 
ly claims, because they will never do so. 

Guru means diksa guru 

"so for you, Srila Prabhupada would be in the 
category of guru and sadhu. [...] You can go to 
him. Yes, as guru also, siksa guru. Siksa guru, 
sadhu, and sastra , his books". 

ND refers to "guru" in GSS as meaning 
"siksa" guru. However, Srila Prabhupada ex¬ 
plains it refers to diksa (initiating) guru: 

"There are three things, sadhu-sastra- 
guru. So to accept one, you have to take the 
opinion of the other two. Then you'll get 
the right way. Just like who is a guru? That 
is stated in the sastras. Srotriyam brahma- 
nistham. Sastra says, tad-vijhanartham sa 
gurum evabhigacchet: "One must approach 

a guru ."" 

(Room Conversation, 18/7/73) 

" Tad-vijhanartham sa gurum evabhi¬ 
gacchet : when one is interested in the tran¬ 
scendental subject matter of the Absolute 
Truth, he should be initiated. Such a person 
should a pproach a spiritual master in order 
to take diksa ." 

(Nectar of Instruction, Verse 5) 



And Srila Prabhupada has never stated 
that "guru" in GSS refers to a siksa guru, espe¬ 
cially since one may have many of them with 
varying qualifications. 

However, having accepted that "guru" in 
GSS does refer to Srila Prabhupada for persons 
in ISKCON today, ND is then forced by Srila 
Prabhupada's teaching above to accept that 
he is thus the diksa guru for ISKCON today! 

Prejudice, not philosophy 

Due to being a leader in ISKCON and a 
supporter of its guru hoax, ND has completely 
subverted the philosophy behind GSS so that 
it "matches" the situation in today's ISKCON: 

a) ND claims that "guru" in GSS can refer to 
false gurus who leave, whereas Srila Prabhu¬ 
pada states it refers to bona fide gurus. 

b) ND claims that "sadhu" in GSS can re¬ 
fer to sadhus who make incorrect statements, 
whereas Srila Prabhupada states that it refers 
only to persons who speak exactly what is in 
sastra, and therefore can not be mistaken. 

c) ND claims that "guru" in GSS refers to 
siksa guru, but Srila Prabhupada states it refers 
to diksa guru. 

Thus, it is her prejudice in favour of the sta¬ 
tus quo in ISKCON-where "gurus" leave," sad- 
hus" make mistakes, and Srila Prabhupada can 
only be the siksa guru for newcomers-rath¬ 
er than Srila Prabhupada's teachings, that has 
created her "philosophy". 

Conclusion 

As an SAC member, ND is supposed to be 
a learned philosopher and brahmana who will 
always speak the truth. However, rather than 
just presenting Srila Prabhupada's instructions 
as we have done, she has instead discarded 
them and concocted a philosophy to prop up 
ISKCON's status quo. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Kfsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare and be happy! 
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The Failure of the GBC’s ‘Philosophers’ - 2 


Continuing with our analysis of those who are 
supposed to be advising the GBC on philoso¬ 
phy, we turn to the understanding of Chait- 
anya Charan Dasa ("CCD"), who is anoth¬ 
er member of the Sastric Advisory Council 
("SAC"). The quotes in shaded boxes are tak¬ 
en from a broadcast he put out on 23/11/18, 
which was in response to the question: 

"Are the rtviks who reject the pure dev¬ 
otees of Krishna better or worse than the 
Mayavadfs who reject the form of Krishna?" 

Dogmatism, not philosophy 

"there is often serious offense being commit¬ 
ted towards great devotees by people who are 
of rtvik orientation." 

The initial question assumed that by re¬ 
jecting ISKCON gurus, rtviks are rejecting "pure 
devotees". And CCD responds by agreeing that 
rejecting these "great devotees" leads to the 
commission of "serious offense" against them. 
However, CCD also claims that" rtvikism " arose 
due to correctly rejecting ISKCON gurus who 
were assumed to be pure devotees: 
"recognize that rtvikism has arisen from cer¬ 
tain complex situations which involved dev¬ 
otees losing faith. So that happened because 
many of the leaders, who people at that time 
believed they're pure devotees, turned out to 
be far from that standard." 

Hence, CCD claims that" rtvikism " is based 
on having correctly rejected ISKCON lead¬ 
ers who were alleged to be pure, but that rt¬ 
vikism is also offensive and thus wrong be¬ 
cause it rejects ISKCON leaders who are al¬ 
leged to be pure! This is not a philosophi¬ 
cal argument but just a dogmatic belief that 
ISKCON's gurus are great, pure devotees, and 
thus must automatically be accepted as such, 
otherwise one is committing a "serious of¬ 
fense". CCD needs to first prove, not just as¬ 
sume, that all current ISKCON gurus are pure. 
And even then, unless he can prove that SrTla 
Prabhupada ordered all these current ISKCON 
gurus to replace him as ISKCON's diksa guru, 
then no offenses are being committed in re¬ 
jecting them for not being authorised gurus. 

Avoiding the actual order 

"rtvikism as an idea it has arisen primarily from 
hurt hearts, and from betrayed faith." 

The idea that SrTla Prabhupada issued a di¬ 
rective to ISKCON, in which he sets out a rtvik 


initiation system, which will continue his po¬ 
sition as ISKCON's diksa guru {“rtvikism"), has 
actually "arisen" because: SrTla Prabhupada is¬ 
sued a directive to ISKCON, in which he sets 
out a rtvik initiation system, which will con¬ 
tinue his position as ISKCON's diksa guru (July 
9th, 1977, directive)! One can try to argue that 
such a system was to be terminated on SrTla 
Prabhupada's physical departure due to the 
rtviks turning into diksa gurus-which is what 
actually ended up happening, and thus gave 
rise to ISKCON's guru system. But one can¬ 
not argue that the "rtvik" idea is not derived 
from a certain understanding of SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's orders. Now, it is certainly possible that 
this idea has gained acceptance by some devo¬ 
tees because of having hurt hearts due to guru 
betrayals, but the idea itself is based on SrTla 
Prabhupada's orders. CCD thus uses a com¬ 
mon technique to try to avoid dealing with 
SrTla Prabhupada's orders, by discussing why 
some people may accept those orders, rather 
than the orders themselves. 

Current leaders not rebuilding 

"unfortunately some of the rtviks don't realize 
is that the current leaders of our movement, 
at least many of the current leaders, that they 
were not the betrayers, they were also among 
the people who were betrayed [...] many of 
the leaders in ISKCON now are rebuilding the 
movement from within". 

Unfortunately CCD does not realise that 
the current leaders of the movement all sup¬ 
port the current ISKCON guru system, under 
which many gurus have become "betrayers" 
by "falling", and they also supported those 
gurus who fell as being bona fide before they 
fell. CCD also accepts that only "many", rather 
than all, of the current leaders were not be¬ 
trayers! Further, the first section showed that 
both the questioner and CCD still accept that 
today's ISKCON gurus are pure and great dev¬ 
otees. And anyone who does not accept them 
is committing "serious offense", on a par with 
MayavadTs: 

"in our spiritual life it could well be that the as¬ 
sociation of the MayavadTs as well as the asso¬ 
ciation of rtviks can be injurious to our bhakti." 

Thus, there is no "rebuilding" going on 
since the unquestioned acceptance of the GBC 
gurus remains the same as before, and gurus 
still turn out to be far from the standard re¬ 
quired to be a guru. 



Guru hoax is the change 

"there are others ["rtviks"] who [...] want to 
make some foundational change which has 
no precedence in our tradition." 

There is no "change" that we are propos¬ 
ing. Our position is "no change" to the ISKCON 
SrTla Prabhupada gave us, with himself as its 
Acarya and diksa guru. The change to this was 
made by the GBC, a change for which there is 
no order from SrTla Prabhupada-whereby a 
GBC body would vote in multiple successor 
gurus. And this change has no precedence in 
our tradition, as the GBC themselves admit: 

"ISKCON's ethos of multiple diksa- and 
s/ksa-gurus serving under the auspices of 
a global managerial board is unique in the 
history of Vaisnavism ". 

(GBC Resolution 318, 2014, emphasis added) 

"you're doing something that had nev¬ 
er been done: when you're going to have a 
single institution with many different spir¬ 
itual masters and there are many different 
disciples who are going to have to work to¬ 
gether in a cooperative and unified way. 
Just hadn't been done ." 

(HG Ravindra Svarupa Dasa, Issues in ISKCON Re¬ 
form' Lecture, 29/6/99-3/7/99, emphases added) 

Thus, in actuality, it is CCD who is propos¬ 
ing a foundational change to what was given 
by SrTla Prabhupada, which has no precedence 
in our tradition! 

Conclusion 

The above arguments offer nothing to 
demonstrate that SrTla Prabhupada should be 
replaced as ISKCON's diksa guru by alleged 
"pure great devotees". And these are argu¬ 
ments that are put forward by supposedly one 
of the best 'philosophers' and 'scholars' the 
GBC have to offer, via their SAC. Hence, when 
even their "best" are unable to make a dent 
in the IRM's position, it is a clear sign that the 
IRM's position is irrefutable. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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BTP Interactive 


Truth and friendship 

"Dear Krishnakant, 

I was just going through Issue 11 of BTP, 
and one little thing that you said was, "ac¬ 
cepting SrTla Prabhupada as the guru for one 
self, but neglecting those who continue to be 
cheated." In these situations one is not acting 
as a, "Perfect disciple trying to relieve the sit¬ 
uation". 

So seeing as I agree with all that you say, I 
felt obliged to put pen to paper and try to of¬ 
fer some sort of support. But there are some 
problems. 

First, I have never taken initiation from an¬ 
yone. Of course, in one sense that is a blessing, 
because I haven't been misled by any false gu¬ 
rus. But I have never completely surrendered 
to SrTla Prabhupada, even though I have been 
reading his books on and off and chanting 
Hare Krishna for the last 46 years. 

Nevertheless, I know it to be a fact that if 
it wasn't for SrTla Prabhupada, I wouldn't even 
be here today writing this letter. So I guess that 
I have received his blessings to some degree. 
Still, it is difficult to tell someone to do some¬ 
thing that I don't completely do myself. But I 
still feel that I have to do something. 

Second, I have some devotee friends who 
are disciples of various gurus within ISKCON. 
So do I tell them that they are being misled 
and that they should accept SrTla Prabhupada 
only as the diksa guru? One devotee friend 
that I have, I know to be very attached to their 
ISKCON-elected diksa guru. And I know they 
would be extremely upset should I tell them 
to abandon their guru. It is a difficult situation 
so I would appreciate your opinion. 

So it is very obvious to me that you are an 
empowered soul. The way in which you pre¬ 
sent your arguments I find very impressive. 

So do I sacrifice the truth in order to main¬ 
tain my friendships with these devotees? Or do 
I sacrifice my friendships in order to speak the 
truth? I would like to think that I would take 
the second option. What do you think? 

Please find enclosed a small donation. And 
please keep up the good work. Also a copy of 
WO Contradictions would be very much appre¬ 
ciated. 

Your sincerely," 

- Laurence Mcauley, Gloucester, UK 

Editor replies: 

1) If you present your friends with a BTP 
Special Summary Issue, all you are doing is ask¬ 
ing them to do what you did: consider the 


truth of SrTla Prabhupada's orders. After which 
they can accept those orders, reject them, or 
dispute them-and if they do the latter, you 
can direct them to write to us. Hence, in simply 
asking them to consider the truth, you would 
not be asking them to do something you are 
not doing. 

2) A true friend is honest. A true friend 
helps his friends. A true friend does not mislead 
or keep his friends in the dark. By giving your 
friends the truth so that they can follow SrTla 
Prabhupada, you would be attempting to do 
right by them. And ultimately Krishna and SrTla 
Prabhupada are your most dear friends and 
hence you should always act to please Them. 

3) In addition, you should of course com¬ 
pletely surrender yourself to SrTla Prabhupada. 
You must do this for yourself, regardless of an¬ 
ything else. 

Initiation bait-and-switch 

"Hare Krishna, Krishnakant Prabhu, 

Please accept my humble obeisances. All 
glories to SrTla Prabhupada. 

In 1990, PV Maharaja [Prabhavishnu Swa- 
mi, as he was then, now he is Prabhavish¬ 
nu Dasa - Ed.] initiated me on behalf of SrTla 
Prabhupada. He stated this himself to me pri¬ 
or to initiation. He told me this as I had asked 
him if he was a pure devotee of Krishna and 
he told me directly that he wasn't and that the 
initiation was done to help me serving SrTla 
Prabhupada's movement. Does that mean, 
therefore, that I was given officially ritvik ini¬ 
tiation and that means that I am officially SrTla 
Prabhupada's disciple? Or does that mean the 
initiating ISKCON gurus trick people to believe 
that they are initiating you to be SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's disciple? Is this an example of the bait- 
and-switch practice? Can you please clarify this 
point for me? 

Your humble servant," 

- Ananta Sesa Dasa, New South Wales, Australia 

Editor replies: 

You have raised a very important ques¬ 
tion, since it is becoming common for the GBC 
gurus to claim that they are simply initiating 
or accepting the disciple "on behalf" of SrTla 
Prabhupada. Here are some examples: 

"On behalf of His Divine Grace Srlla 
Prabhupada, I'm very happy to give you the 
name Saci May! Devi Dasi." 

(Radhanath Swami, Initiation ceremony, 7/12/14) 

"And I am giving you initiation on be¬ 
half of ISKCON, on behalf of Prabhupada. 



Srlla Prabhupada: The diksa guru 


[...] On behalf of Srlla Prabhupada I give 
you your spiritual name, Parama Karuna 
Dasa." 

(Bhakti Charu Swami, Initiation ceremony, 2/7/11) 

"Prabhupada, you have come to his lo¬ 
tus feet. On behalf of him I ask you the 
question: what are the four regulative prin¬ 
ciples?" 

(Kripamoya Dasa, Initiation lecture, 19/7/15) 

And HH Bhakti TTrtha Swami ( Vyasa-puja 
Offering, 1985) and HH Mahavishnu Swami 
(website biography) were both claiming to 
act as "monitor gurus" rather than diksa gurus. 
And there are other examples similar to your 
experience with PV Maharaja. 

However, the test is what actually happens 
after such a proclamation by the GBC guru to 
the initiate. And following the initiation cere¬ 
mony, here is what actually happens: 

a) The initiate offers his prasad to a picture 
of the GBC guru. 

b) The initiate performs guru-puja to the 
GBC guru. 

c) The initiate attends, participates in, and 
writes offerings for, the GBC guru's Vyasa-puja. 

d) The GBC guru never refers to, or treats, 
the initiate as his "Godbrother". 

e) The GBC guru does not ask the initiate 
to write Vyasa-puja offerings to SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada as SrTla Prabhupada's disciple, in the 
same manner that the GBC guru will. 

Thus, in all respects, a guru-disciple, rath¬ 
er than disciple-disciple of SrTla Prabhupada, 
relationship is enforced. After all, it is a GBC 
Resolution that u ritvik! , initiations on behalf of 
SrTla Prabhupada are prohibited in ISKCON, 
and thus, the GBC gurus are not going to con¬ 
duct them. Hence, your suspicion is correct 
that such proclamations of acting "on behalf" 
of SrTla Prabhupada are just another "bait and 
switch" technique to use SrTla Prabhupada's 
name in order to attract followers. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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BTP Interactive 


(continued) 


Boiling the milk 

"Haribol, PAMHO, AGT SrTla Prabhupada. 

I have received Issues 59 and 60, so thanks 
so much for that. 

In Issue 59you had an article about ISKCON's 
newest philosophy, veganism, and in particu¬ 
lar SRS (HH Sivarama Swami) and his calling 
store-bought milk 'blood milk'. 

When we joined ISKCON in the mid-70s, 
Sivarama was a brahmachari and the Temple 
President and he would spare no expense for 
making first class prasadam. It seemed like he 
had a soft spot for milk sweets and things fried 
in ghee. You name it, sweet rice, yogurt, rabri , 
sandesh, rasagullas (I think that these were his 
favorites), huge chunks of fried curd in the 
subjis, fried curd steaks, puns, samosas, the list 
could go on and on. Sometimes at night he 
would make the hot milk and he would boil it 
down a little to make it a bit thicker and then 
he would add LOTS of white sugar, it was real 
tasty, we nicknamed it Shiv milk. Did the tem¬ 
ple get these milk products from an ISKCON 
farm, you might ask? Nope, we just bought 
them from the store. In fact I remember a truck 
driving up and off-loading 501b blocks of ghee! 

It was cooked and offered with love and 
then honoured as Krsna prasadom. No one 
that I can recall got all mental about where it 
came from and called it 'blood milk'. The dev¬ 
otees were following SrTla Prabhupada's pro¬ 
gram-chant, dance, and take prasadam. But in 
this day and age that doesn't seem to be good 
enough for ISKCON's leadership anymore. 

Hare Krsna. 

Your humble servant," 

- Varaha Dasa, Mississippi, USA 

Editor replies: 

Thank you very much for sharing your ex¬ 
periences and realisations. Other devotees 
who were present in ISKCON during SrTla 
Prabhupada's physical presence have also 
written to us and repeated your points about 
how the use of store-bought milk In ISKCON 
was common and authorised. These accounts 
simply confirm the recorded statements from 
SrTla Prabhupada approving the use of com¬ 
mercial milk in ISKCON, which we printed in 
the BTP 59 article that you mention. 

Plumbing the depths in ISKCON 

"Received #60 with thanks. 

I liked the article about KMD [Kripamoya 
Dasaj's so-called solution to stop people leav¬ 
ing ISKCON ["Being Fixed Forever in Krishna 


Consciousness"]. 

In the Bhagavad-gita Krishna says that to 
get the higher taste (spiritual), you need to 
give up the lower (material). I, like many oth¬ 
ers, joined the temple in the early 70s. I gave 
all my money ($200) to the temple, slept on the 
floor of the brahmacari room in a sleeping bag, 
got up at 3:30 AM every day for a cold shower 
before mahgala-arati, was busy all day, chant¬ 
ing, cooking, sankirtaning, preaching, etc. Eve¬ 
rything I owned was wrapped up in my sleep¬ 
ing bag. I had the best time of my life. 

And the devotees were so inspired by 
Prabhupada to be part of Lord Chaitanya's 
Sankirtan mission, that their joy was infectious. 
Many, many people also just gave up every¬ 
thing to be part of it. 

Yet KMD thinks more people will join to 
enjoy nice facilities, or to find someone to help 
with their plumbing! Actually they are being 
cheated out of the real thing. 

Keep up the good work." 

- Dwaipayana Dasa, New South Wales, Australia 

Editor replies: 

Yes, many other devotees have relat¬ 
ed similar stories of sacrificing everything to 
take part in ISKCON during SrTla Prabhupada's 
physical presence. Thus, they were not seeking 
facilities, but giving up facilities to join. Hence, 
it shows that ISKCON today Is not on the lev¬ 
el it was when it was following SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada. Thus, it is reduced to speaking of trying 
to attract people by offering material facilities, 
since it does not possess the spiritual potency 
to attract those sincerely seeking spiritual life. 
Rather, as you have stated, people are being 
cheated out of the real thing. 


"SrTla Prabhupada most mercifully accept¬ 
ed me as his disciple back in the seventies at 
Bhaktivedanta Manor. 

In regards to Issue 60, Vol. 4, 2018, the ar¬ 
ticle "Staying Fixed Forever in Krishna Con¬ 
sciousness", I must say that even back then 
brahmacari Kripamoya Dasa showed signs 
of being a "charismatic leader" rather than 
someone who used logic. It is no surprise to 
me that he wouhd accept a GBC-elected guru 
position. Perhaps those titles are handed out 
so that, (his words): "you are comfortably en¬ 
sconced with them on a journey, you will stay 
with them... if it's comfortable, if you kind of 
enjoy it, IF THEY ARE NICE TO YOU (my capital¬ 
ization), and all these things. People don't real¬ 
ly worry too much about philosophy". 



Srlla Prabhupada: Did not need to offer 
plumbing facilities to attract devotees 


Here is proof once again that if we just lis¬ 
ten to someone speak, they will unerringly tell 
you exactly what their personal belief system 


I am a member of a rag-tag Prabhupada- 
nuga community called New Ekachakra and 
we are on the east coast of Canada. Basically 
the farthest away from ridiculous, migraine-in¬ 
ducing, bogus guru followers as we can possi¬ 
bly go without falling into the ocean. 

We are serving SrTla Prabhupada by caring 
for cows, simple business, simple food grow¬ 
ing and chanting. All glories to Jagat Guru SrTla 
Prabhupada. 

Yours in SrTla Prabhupada's service," 

- Lala Gopala Devi Dasl, New Ekachakra, Canada 

Burying ISKCON gurus 

"I'm writing to ask about the Vaisnava eti¬ 
quette and standards for those who are to be 
buried instead of burned, as they are consid¬ 
ered to be extremely saintly and exalted per¬ 
sonalities. I ask because I recently came across 
the case of one ISKCON guru, Gunagrahi Dasa 
Goswami, who was put into samadhi [buried 
with full Vai$nava honours - Ed.] in spite of 
the fact that he admitted to committing sin¬ 
ful activity [Letter 24/4/16 - Ed.] while acting 
as a sannyasi and ISKCON guru, which the GBC 
said had led to "spiritual difficulties" that last¬ 
ed "several decades". I find this very strange 
because according to Mahanidhi Swami, who 
wrote a book about samadhi burials, they are 
reserved for self-realized souls whose bodies 
are already spiritualized: 

"the great devotees of Lord Caitanya are 
buried and remembered, served and worshiped. 
Their spiritualized bodies are lovingly placed in 
the sacred earth of Vrndavana [...] samadhi 
mandirs, or just samadhis, mark the place where 
these exalted devotees eternally reside. The 


i 
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Srila Prabhupada: 

His translations are authorised 

samadhi mandirs act as focal points for faith¬ 
ful devotees to connect with the spiritual mercy, 
blessings, and inspiration continually emanating 
from these self-realized souls in samadhi." 

(The Gaudiya Vaisnava Samadhis in Vrnda- 
vana, Mahdnidhi Swami, 2003) 

FYI: this book was written while Mahani- 
dhi Swami was accepted as a bona fide guru in 
ISKCON, and it's still backed today by the BBT." 

- Sridhama Dasa, Mayapur, India 

Editor replies: 

As far as who is entitled to a Vaisnava 
samadhi burial, the statement you have quot¬ 
ed-that only self-realised souls whose bod¬ 
ies are considered spiritualised are to be giv¬ 
en such a burial - Is confirmed by Srlla Prabhu¬ 
pada: 

"Cinmaya means if you cultivate spirit¬ 
ual knowledge in large quantity, then your 
body is no more material. It is spiritual¬ 
ized. Cinmaya . Therefore great saintly per¬ 
son's body, after demise it is not burned; it 
is buried, samadhi , because it is cinmaya. So 
adikarthe, mayat-pratyaya and vikararthe. 
So a Vaisnava, his body is cinmaya , is cinma¬ 
ya body." 

(Srlla Prabhupada Lecture, 4/3/76) 

So, according to Srrla Prabhupada's state¬ 
ments above, it Is not that any person who sim¬ 
ply got the requisite GBC authority to become 
a GBC-authorlsed guru is entitled to the hon¬ 
our of a samddhi™ which Is basically the system 
being operated by ISKCON currently. Rather, 
the actual standard is that samddhis are only 
for those who have at least developed "c/nma- 
yo* qualities whereby their body has become 
completely "spiritualized”, Nor does the GBC 
even claim that, simply by doing many years 
of "service" in ISKCON, one's body becomes so 
spiritualised. Otherwise, they would be grant¬ 
ing a samddhi to any ISKCON devotee who 


physically departed after having performed 
many years of chanting and service. But in¬ 
stead, as noted, samadhis are generally limit¬ 
ed to only those who once received the neces¬ 
sary GBC authorisation to become a GBC guru. 
Indeed, as you have pointed out, even those 
who had to step down from being a GBC guru 
due to "spiritual difficulties" and committing a 
self-confessed "sin" are given such an exalted 
burial. However, there is no evidence that sim¬ 
ply getting the GBC authorisation to be a GBC 
guru, and acting as such, somehow automat¬ 
ically makes one's body spiritualised and thus 
no longer material - what to speak of those 
who may have deviated. (And we are not even 
considering the point that becoming a succes¬ 
sor GBC guru to Srlla Prabhupada is unauthor¬ 
ised!) 

This is just more evidence of how, in 
ISKCON today, the whole concept of holy 
spirituality has been reduced into something 
mundane whereby the only standard that mat¬ 
ters is receipt of the GBC's rubber stamp. 

Lost in translation 

"If Srlla Prabhupada used Dr. Radhakrish- 
nan's Bhagavad-gita translation, why can't we 
use HD's Srimad-Bhagavatam translation with¬ 
out his commentary?" 

- Rama Raghava Dasa, Georgia, USA 

Editor replies: 

a) This question references a number of 
previous BTP articles: 

BTP 51: 'The Unauthorised Cantos"; 

BTP 54: "Another Stunning PFP Case Study"; 

BTP 59: "Rejecting Srlla Prabhupada's Au¬ 
thority", 

These articles presented evidence regard¬ 
ing whether Srlla Prabhupada authorised guru 
hoaxer HH Hridayananda Dasa Goswami 

("HD") to complete his Srimad-Bhagavatam. 

b) To answer this question (or any ques¬ 
tion regarding what we should do), we must 
simply check what Srlla Prabhupada ordered, 
and then do that, Because Srlla Prabhupada 
states; 

"The order of the spiritual master is the 
active principle in spiritual life. Anyone who 
disobeys the order of the spiritual master 
immediately becomes useless." 

(Cc., Adi-lila, 12.10) 

"Act/Ve principle" means how we should 
"act", i,e, what we should do, 

In his final months on the planet, Srlla 
Prabhupada was specifically approached by a 


GBC delegation on May 28th, 1977, and asked 
various questions regarding what was to hap¬ 
pen in ISKCON. Below are his instructions re¬ 
garding who was authorised to do any transla¬ 
tion work (emphases added): 

Srlla Prabhupada: "But amongst our dis¬ 
ciples, I don't think there are many who can 
translate properly." 

Ramesvara: "None. We're not eager to 
publish anything which is not perfect, be¬ 
cause you have already set the highest stand¬ 
ard for the BBT. The name BBT means the high¬ 
est standard right now in the world." 

Srlla Prabhupada: "That is good answer. 
•[...] A realized soul, must be . Otherwise, sim¬ 
ply by imitating A-B-C-D will not help. My 
purports are liked by people because it is pre¬ 
sented as practical experience . [...] Our trans¬ 
lation must be documents. They are not ordi¬ 
nary. .. One cannot become unless one is very 
realized . It is not A-B-C-D translation." 
(Conversation, 28/5/77) 

There are two conclusions to be drawn 
from this: 

a) The translator must be "a realised soul" 
and "very realised". 

b) Srlla Prabhupada explains the meaning 
of "realised soul" in the context of his purports, 
since they come from "practical experience" - 
i.e. realisation. And thus the translations must 
similarly be rendered from the realised plat¬ 
form, rather than just being "imitating", me¬ 
chanical, "A-B-C-D" translations. Hence, the 
qualification for the translator is presented as 
being on a par with that of Srlla Prabhupada, 
as they need to be "realised" in the same way 
Srlla Prabhupada's purports are. 

c) Thus, the answer based on Srlla Prabhu¬ 
pada's authority is that only translations pro¬ 
vided by a "very realised" person are author¬ 
ised, with "very realised" meaning on the lev¬ 
el of Srlla Prabhupada. If HD's translations are 
such, then we can use them. If not, then we 
cannot, We demonstrated earlier, in the BTP 51 
article referenced above, that HD's translations 
were produced while he was deep In the Illu¬ 
sion of the zonal dcdrya hoax, and not while he 
was such a "very realised" person. Thus, based 
on Srlla Prabhupada's answer, HD's translation 
Is not authorised. Further, you yourself accept 
that HD is not even "realised", never mind 
"very realised", as you specifically state that 
his purports are not to be used, 

d) Conversely, If Srlla Prabhupida gave an 
order which contains the following 3 state- 
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merits- 

" 1) I had previously relied on Dr. Radha- 
Krishnan's translation of the Bhagavad-gTta. 

2) This means that in the future one may use 
any translation of the SrTmad-Bhagavatam, re¬ 
gardless of the person's realisation. 

3) This means that any other orders I give on 
this subject are to be permanently discarded." 

-or anything even remotely like this, then 
you may forward us such an order, and we can 
certainly consider it. But we have not located 
any such order, or indeed anything remotely 
like this, and therefore in the absence of such 
an order, the actual order that SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada gave stands as the order we should fol¬ 
low. 

Thus, we cannot abandon the orders 
SrTla Prabhupada did give us for a course of ac¬ 
tion he never ordered us to take. Otherwise, 
if we attempt to "extrapolate" what should be 
done based on what we think was done, we 
could basically deviate wholesale from SrTla 
Prabhupada's orders and instead engage in a 
whole bunch of unauthorised activities. In oth¬ 
er words, do exactly what the GBC is doing to¬ 
day in ISKCON! 

This is why it is very important to strictly 
only do what SrTla Prabhupada ordered , rather 
than try to use our "reasoning" based on spec¬ 
ulation about what we think SrTla Prabhupada 
did, and what we think this means we should 
do in the future. 

Appreciation 

"Hare Krishna! I want to order TFO and BTP 
for studying. Thank you for performing such 
an important service for SrTla Prabhupada and 
God, dissipating the illusions and disclosing 
the truth to sincere followers of SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada and devotees of God. Accept my humble 
obeisances." 

- Diana Zhulanova, Ekaterinburg, Russia 

"Hare Krishna. All glories to His Divine 
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. 

Thank you very much for your magazine. 
Please let me help you. I support the magazine 
with donations. Please send me your bank de¬ 
tails. We need more magazines in German lan¬ 
guage and a higher edition. We need support 
from such Prabhupada-devotees like you here 
in Germany, because everyone knows Prabhu¬ 
pada, but not his final order. 

Hare Krishna." 

- Vedat Severngiz, Luneburg, Germany 

"Got my BTP and as usual devoured it right 


away and re-read BTP 59 again today. I won't 
try and use another superlative to describe it 
because each issue defies all material praise! 
Nonetheless, the first article "Loving Krishna 
Rather than Oneself" totally turns the tables on 
ISKCON and its supporters' efforts to portray 
the IRM as a group driven by a self-righteous, 
narrow-minded view fixed on being pedan¬ 
tic regarding a few documents for their own 
selfish desires. In just 15 pages, I was going 
through the whole gamut of emotions, pride, 
humour, anger, indignation, sorrow, etc. This is 
not an ordinary literature. 

Thanks once more for all you have done 
for me. 

Your servant," 

- Len Wagstaff, Essex, UK 

"Thank you for your service. Hare Krishna! 
Your servant," 

- Madhvacarya Dasa, Tours, France 

"Thank you so much for sending your 
beautiful and powerful and knowledgeable 
magazine called "Back To Prabhupada". May 
Lord SrT Krishna and SrTla Prabhupada contin¬ 
ue to bless all of you in carrying out this won¬ 
derful and gigantic piece of task that SrTla 
Prabhupada is the diksa guru and no-one else. 
Please send me a copy of The Final Order" 

- Nrsirhhananda Dasa, West Coast Demerara, 
Guyana 

"Hare Krsna, 

I have received the book: The Final Order (in 
German:" Die Letzte Anweisung"). I am very in¬ 
terested in this topic, so I am glad that I can get 
the real facts now. 

Thank you very much. 

Fiaribol ," 

- Peter Morawetz, Schriesheim, Germany 

"Thanks for the BTP Magazine, a good read 
on a snowy day." 

- Elizabeth Wittig, Watford, UK 

"Great magazine and best for interaction." 

- Shashi Kanabar, London, UK 

"Please accept my respectful obeisances. 
I'm glad to receive my first issue of BTP: Is¬ 
sue 57, Vol. 1.1 would like to continue my free 
subscription for BTP and the book The Final 
Order. By the way, I had my first contact with 
ISKCON in the '^Os, but everything changed af¬ 
ter SrTla Prabhupada's disappearance. Plus the 
illusory effect of this material world sucked me 
in again, but I have been back practicing the 
four regulative principles and been chanting 
regularly. I also took the disciple course. Now 
my point is where do I get from here knowing 



Srila Prabhupada: Diksa guru 
who takes us back to Godhead 


about all the mess that is present in ISKCON's 
bogus guru system. 

Your servant," 

- Glicerio Corcuera, Ohio, USA 

Editor replies: 

SrTla Prabhupada states: 

"In the surrendering process, one 
should: (1) accept things favorable for dis¬ 
charging devotional service, (2) reject 
things unfavorable, (3) believe firmly in the 
Lord's protection, (4) feel exclusively de¬ 
pendent on the mercy of the Lord, (5) have 
no interest separate from the interest of the 
Lord, and (6) always feel oneself meek and 
humble." 

(Cc., Adi-lila 1, Preface) 

In regards to the points above, if you sim¬ 
ply continue to strictly chant 16 rounds, follow 
the 4 regulative principles, read SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's books and instructions, and follow what 
is stated in them without deviation “thus ac¬ 
cepting and following him as your guru “then 
you will be satisfying point 1) above, or only 
accepting that which is favourable for devo¬ 
tional service. 

It is Interesting that you mention the "dis¬ 
ciples course", because In this very issue we 
prove how that course cheats devotees with 
false information (please see page 4), Thus, this 
leads us to point 2) above. In order to reject 
those things which are unfavourable to devo¬ 
tional service, It Is clear that you should reject 
any contact, association, or following of what 
you call the "mess that is present in ISKCON's 
bogus guru system", as such false systems and 
processes will only take one away from the 
true path of devotional service. And then, of 
course, you should also follow points 3-6, and 
in this way you will be on your path to surren¬ 
dering to Krishna and going back to Godhead. 
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The Book Changer 

"Hare Krishna, dear devotees. 

First of all, I would like to congratulate 
you all for offering such an incredible service 
to our spiritual master, His Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. 

Secondly, I would like to receive the book 
named The Life and Teachings of His Holiness 
Jayadvaita Swami. 

Best wishes from Mexico City," 

- Carlos Diaz Pacheco, Mexico City, Mexico 

"I am wishing for you to send me a copy of 
The Book Changer via postal mail. 

I had previously requested reading mate¬ 
rial from your organization a very long time 
ago, but terminated my request soon after¬ 
wards due to not actually feeling psycholog¬ 
ically ready to handle the content. After many 
years of experience with the mismanagement 
in ISKCON and perverted nature of devotees, I 
feel completely ready to properly explore con¬ 
tentious issues relating to ISKCON. Please only 
send one book at this stage. Once I have thor¬ 
oughly studied it, I shall request more reading 
material. Also, please advise me how I can suc¬ 
cessfully persist with devotional service with¬ 
out the association of "devotees" who are ex¬ 
pert at creating turmoil. 

I thank you for so admirably serving SrTla 
Prabhupada and your sincere efforts in saving 
the institution he created." 

- Sanchit, New South Wales, Australia 

Editor replies: 

You have very expertly answered your own 
questlonl The association of those who are ex¬ 
pert at creating turmoil would ensure that you 
could nof persist with your devotional service, 
due to the expert turmoil they would create, 
Hence, the question Is not how you can persist 
without such association, but how you could 
possibly persist with It! Thus, leaving behind 
such bad association will actually help you per¬ 
sist In your devotional service! 

"Thanks to the personal IRM. I was deep¬ 
ly impressed and inspired by "First Things 
First" of Prabhu Krishnakant. I do appreci¬ 


ate very much the quote that was given in 
that article from Cc., Antya-lila, 3.11. SrTla A. 
C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada is the 
real guru. His saintliness and tolerance has 
conquered millions of hearts throughout the 
world. No one has been able to defeat His Di¬ 
vine Grace. He has steered millions and mil¬ 
lions towards the Supreme Lord Govind." 

- Rambhujun Beka, Vacoas, Mauritius 

"Thank you very much for your service. 
Hare Krishna!" 

- Cristian Wargny, Santiago, Chile 

"I had been to Mayapur a few years back, 
saw and felt the unholiness. During morning 
drati the white clad so-called sadhus are pick¬ 
pocketing and stealing in the crowd." 

- Siddharth Simon Maitra, Kolkata, India 

"Thank you so much for supporting the 
preaching of the "original" teachings of our 
beloved guru and dcarya, SrTla Prabhupada. 
Thank you so much for your help. The truth 
must be spread all over the world. Even if it's 
covered by some cheating, it will appear like 
a diamond. It will be forever a diamond, even 
in the mud. 

Jai SrTla Prabhupada! 

Your most fallen servant," 

-1 Made Oka Subawa, Bali, Indonesia 

"Keep up the great work, thanks." 

- Garry Anderson, Swansea, UK 

"Amazing truth, wish I had someone to 
share it with." 

- Patrick Coatney, Colorado, USA 

"My father DTna Vatsala Prabhu left his 
body at age IT. [Please see BTP 30 for the story 
on DTna Vatsala Prabhu, titled "From Belgrade 
to BTP"] 

He used his last years very much in preach¬ 
ing about HDG SrTla Prabhupada's devotional 
teachings and Krsna consciousness to local 
people in our town. 

He had more inspiration and motivation to 
continue preaching after we found out about 
your service with IRM, and I know how happy 
he was when we made first contact. I hope that 
you can pray to Lord Chaitanya Mahaprab- 
hu and SrTla Prabhupada or chant a round of 
maha-mantra for his benefit, it would be hum¬ 
bly appreciated by our family." 

- Madhu Dasa, Belgrade, Serbia 

"Please accept my humble obeisanc¬ 
es. Since so many saffron-colored sadhus are 
there in India, and even among them within 
ISKCON (even though it is a genuine organisa¬ 
tion), so many are there who claim to be spir¬ 


itual master and want to take up the position 
of an dcarya without qualification. For SrTla 
Prabhupada to be declared as the only dcarya 
for the next 10,000 years, this book- The Final 
Order- is very much needed. Therefore, I re¬ 
quest you to please send a copy of this book. 
Your servant," 

- Amrita Govind Dasa, Noida, India 

"Hare Krishna! I've got to know a lot of in¬ 
formation recently, which has never been giv¬ 
en before by anyone. I want to understand. 
And I've seen in your site that you can send 
The Final Order book for free. 

Best regards," 

- Dmitrieva Alekseevna, St. Petersburg, Russia 

"Are there any connected ISKCON groups 
or organizations that are reliable? Thank you 
for what you do!" 

- David Cavall, New York, USA 

Editor replies: 

On our website (www.iskconirm.com), in 
the "Challengers to the IRM Defeated" matrix, 
we provide information on various organisa¬ 
tions, in addition to ISKCON. You can check for 
yourself there whether any are reliable! 


"Hare Krsna. Thank you for all your service." 

- Bhakta Narayan, Cape Town, South Africa 

"All glories to SrTla Prabhupada! 

Thank you so very much for all of the Back 
To Prabhupada issues you have sent me. I 
deeply enjoy the publication. It is informative, 
beautiful, and serious, the way in which I im¬ 
agine SrTla Prabhupada is. Your work glorifies 
SrTla Prabhupada and Vedic teachings. 

The world needs to know what has hap- 
pened/is happening with ISKCON and you are 
a brave spiritual warrior for telling the truth. 
Your publication keeps me connected to criti¬ 
cal spiritual dialogues. I look forward to receiv¬ 
ing more issues in the future." 

- Kathleen Mavros, Ohio, USA 

"No one can defeat Krishnakant Prab¬ 
hu. The ritviks never changed a word of SrTla 
Prabhupada and interpret the orders of our 
jagad-guru as it is. There is no speculation in 
Krishnakant's statements at all. Everything is 
so clear, unambiguous, that a sincere devo¬ 
tee can surely understand everything from his 
magazines or from the book The Final Order. I 
will be always grateful that my eyes have been 
opened and I understand that SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada is the only authentic and bona fide diksa 
guru in ISKCON... Ritvikl Yes, /MW*!!!!!!!!!" 

- Imre Horvath, Munich, Germany 
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Guru Hoax Propped up by Blind Following 


In the articles on pages 4,5 and 7, we saw how 
ISKCON's leadership is having to deal with the 
IRM's position. In the previous issue ("Book 
Changer's Bluster Backfires"), we showed HH 
Jayadvaita Swami attacking the IRM. And 
now below we see another GBC guru, HG 
Sankarshan Dasa ("SAD"), also being asked 
about the IRM. Clearly, the reach and success 
of the IRM is something that ISKCON leaders 
are being forced to contend with. The extracts 
in the shaded boxes below are from a class on 
Srimad-Bhagavatam, 4.18.22, given by SAD on 
31/12/18, in response to being asked: "What 
is your opinion about the ISKCON Revival 
Movement (IRM)?". Emphases added. 

The Acarya oUSKCON 

"It's come down through this chain of disciplic 
succession, it's gone on for thousands and 
even millions of years in the history of this uni¬ 
verse. The IRM people say, 'with Prabhupada 
it stopped'. It's been going on for the-but 
Prabhupada-stopped. No more disciplic suc¬ 
cession, it stopped there. But that's not what 
Prabhupada said." 

This is what SrTla Prabhupada actually said: 

Allen Ginsberg: "400,000 years. Will peo¬ 
ple still be chanting Hare Krishna in 400,000..." 

Srila Prabhupada: "No. Hare Krishna will 
be finished within ten thousand years. There 
will be no more Hare Krishna." 

Allen Ginsberg: "Ah. So what will be left?" 

Srila Prabhupada: " Nothing ." 
(Conversation, 13/5/69) 

Thus, SrTla Prabhupada, not the IRM, is 
stating clearly that his ISKCON movement 
will end. SrTla Prabhupada has also stat¬ 
ed that he alone will always be the Acarya of 
ISKCON, which means he will also be the last 
Acarya of ISKCON. And that as the Acarya he 
will act as the diksa guru. This has been con¬ 
firmed by the GBC (please see the book: Srila 
Prabhupada: The Founder- Acarya of ISKCON - 
Presenting the Conclusions of the GBC Founda¬ 
tional Document, for evidence). Thus, the IRM's 
position is that given by SrTla Prabhupada. 

Pleasing Srila Prabhupada = snake 

"They're simply envious snakes actually. The 
IRM people are envious snakes, to be honest. 
[...] It's sad because I have godbrothers who 
became IRM. I've a very dear godbrother, [...] 
he looked at me lik e-(pulls face)- like I was 
the most horrible demon he'd ever seen in his 


whole life because I wasn't part of the IRM. I 
mean, phew, it's really sad." 

1) SAD claims that how someone was just 
supposedly looking at him is evidence of con¬ 
tempt for him and that this is sad. Yet he actu¬ 
ally has contempt for every IRM devotee, as he 
deems them all "envious snakes". 

2) When speaking about these same IRM 
devotees and their position on the "guru hoax" 
which differs from SAD's position, and which 
is no different today, SAD still glorified them: 

"He (BTP Editor, Krishnakant) is no 
doubt one of the most powerful spiritu¬ 
al leaders on the planet today. [...] Even 
though he and I stand on two sides of an is¬ 
sue we stand united in our desire to serve 
and please Srila Prabhupada ." 

(SAD, 27/1/04) 

Thus, SAD accepts that, despite their dif¬ 
ferences, they still have the desire to serve and 
please SrTla Prabhupada. A desire which he 
claims still makes them envious snakes! 

Become a disciple 

"So, even Prabhupada told me one can be¬ 
come jagad-guru, a letter he wrote me, disci¬ 
ple can become jagad-guru, what to speak of 
guru. So Prabhupada's instruction is very clear 
that he wanted his disciples to become spiritu¬ 
al masters and accept disciples. He told us this. 
So these IRM people, they have some agenda". 

The letter mentioned was written on 31 /12/ 
72, and states as follows. 

a) SAD is told to actually be a disciple: 

"So far your difficulty for controlling the 
sex urge [...] First thing is, you have made 
promise when you took initiation that there 
will be no illicit sex connection. If still you 
are unable to fulfill that promise to your 

spiritual master, then what is the use of 

calling yourself devotee and disciple? That 
is simply pretending." 

b) He is then given the option to leave: 

"So if still the material nature is so much 

attractive to you that you are unable to sac¬ 
rifice things in this way, then better you 
give up the whole thing and do as you like 

outside . But if you want to call yourself dev¬ 
otee and serve Krsna in that capacity, then 
you must avoid these four basic principle 
restrictions [includes illicit sex - Ed.]". 

Clearly, SAD was struggling to even behave 
as a disciple. 



Jagad-guru qualification 


"You have got some desire to become 
a famous preacher and famous Vaisnava 
singer and also jagad-guru. This is a spir¬ 
itual desire, so it is not like any material 
desire and it is all right to desire for Krsna 
in this way. but great Vaisnava or famous 
Vaisnava means that you have no sex de¬ 
sire. Whether you can be like that? First of 
all you be like that, without any sex desire, 
then you think famous Vaisnava. Vaisnava 
means he has no material desire, what to 
speak of sex desire." 

Having just addressed SAD's sex desire 
problems, SrTla Prabhupada then continues 
the letter as above, stating *3* times that the 
qualification before one can even think of de¬ 
siring to become a great Vaisnava like a jagad- 
guru is to have no sex desire. SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada accepts that to just desire to be jagad- 
guru can be spiritual, but he does not order 
SAD to "become jagad-guru " or "accept dis¬ 
ciples". Thus, anyone who actually reads this 
letter will clearly see that it has nothing to do 
with telling SAD to "become jagad-guru" and 
everything to do with telling SAD to "become 
disciple" by following strictly. And therefore it 
is not evidence that he is an authorised suc¬ 
cessor diksa guru. But SAD is relying on hav¬ 
ing blind followers so that he can claim what¬ 
ever he wants and get away with it. And, un¬ 
fortunately, this is the sorry state we face in 
ISKCON, where due to blind following, unscru¬ 
pulous people can easily cheat their followers. 
People will not even bother to read one letter 
from SrTla Prabhupada! 

Conclusion 

When speaking of how to follow even the 
bona fide spiritual master, SrTla Prabhupada 
states that "blind following" is "condemned" 
(Bg., 4.34). But such blind following is actual¬ 
ly necessary for the false GBC gurus, otherwise 
their falseness will become discovered by the 
follower. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Srila Prabhupada’s Words Expose Ambition 


Below, we continue our analysis of how con¬ 
sulting Srila Prabhupada's words can save one 
from being misled by those cheating in his 
name. All emphases added. 

The world needs my music 

The previous article exposed HG Sankar- 
shan Dasa ("SAD")'s "jagad-guru" claims. In 
keeping with his jagad-guru mindset, which 
means guru of the entire world, SAD has also 
declared himself "blessed" with the knowledge 
that can save the planet, which he intends to 
transmit by now becoming a famous singer: 

"having gained the asset of the highest 
perfection of knowledge, he has re-entered 
the music scene to share with the world 
unique, revolutionary wisdom". 

(SAD's music website) 

"I have been blessed with the knowl¬ 
edge which can bring a new unparalleled 
era of peace and happiness to our belea¬ 
guered planet . This is why I want to make 
these songs even more popular than the 

Beatles . Please help me by sharing them". 
(SAD's music website) 

These songs are mainly his own compo¬ 
sitions about Krishna consciousness, and he 
boasts that his music, rather than Srila Prabhu¬ 
pada's books, will activate the greatest para¬ 
digm shift in history: 

"Our Sweet Lord - Sankarshan Das. This 
album is in a league all of its own, meant for 
transporting you into the realm of death¬ 
less, eternal bliss and revolutionizing the 
entire universe, sparking off the greatest 
paradigm shift of peace, love, and happi¬ 
ness that the world has ever known ." 

(SAD's music website) 

And he is asking his followers to use sub¬ 
terfuge to make his music famous: 

"Speak not as a devotee [...] Speak as 
a nondevotee who really appreciates the 
song. [...] Let's make this song truly go vi¬ 
ral. We want millions and millions and mil¬ 
lions of viewers for this song ." 

(SAD video, published 19/1/19) 

Not authorised 

SAD claims: 

"I was personally trained by Srila 
Prabhupada, and I don't give any interpre¬ 
tations. I have many letters, he personally 
trained me ." 

(SAD Lecture, 5/7/18) 

So do these letters from Srila Prabhupada 


authorise SAD to achieve global stardom via 
his songs? Again, all one needs to do is read 
them. SAD only received a handful of letters, 
and in reading them, we find: 

a) Srila Prabhupada never told SAD to 
write his own songs and try to become a fa¬ 
mous singer. 

b) Rather, SAD was told: 

" So continue enthusiastically as you are 
doing and Krishna will surely bless you. Fol¬ 
low the regulative principles strictly, chant 
your 16 rounds faithfully, study our litera¬ 

tures. go for street Sankirtana, etc . All these 
activities will make you fixed up in Krishna's 
service and eligible for going back to home, 
back to Godhead." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter to SAD, 7/9/71) 

Thus, SAD was instructed to only continue 
doing what he was doing at that time, which 
were the regular, standard ISKCON activities of 
sankirtana, etc. 

Do not do it 

Indeed, SAD was specifically told to avoid 
his tendency for playing guitar and writing 
songs: 

"Your question is whether you can uti¬ 
lize your inclination to play the guitar and 
write songs about Krishna in devotional 

manner of activity . Several times I have re¬ 
plied this question, I do not know why you 
are not learning these things. [...] this play¬ 
ing guitar and writing of songs is not very 
important thing . You can write and play, 
but one cannot take it very seriously . [...] 
That songs writing we cannot regard very 
seriously. That will spoil the whole thing . 
But you can utilize your propensity to write 

poems and articles for BTG, for singing in 

the kirtana. like that ." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter to SAD, 18/12/72) 

Thus, the instructions given to SAD make it 
clear that, in addition to not being authorised 
to embark on his music career, he was actual¬ 
ly told to not do these sorts of things. Indeed, 
he was warned that such activity can "spoil the 
whole thing". Therefore, SAD is told to instead 
control these desires by singing in kirtana and 
writing for BtG (Back To Godhead, the official 
ISKCON magazine). That is, in keeping with the 
previous letter Srila Prabhupada had written to 
SAD, which we quoted in the previous section, 
Srila Prabhupada again repeats the same order 
he gave SAD then, to only engage in standard 
ISKCON activities. 



Don't act on desire 


This letter prohibiting SAD's desire to be¬ 
come a famous singer was written only 13 days 
before the " jagad-guru " letter to SAD men¬ 
tioned in the previous article. In that latter letter, 
Srila Prabhupada referenced this desire of SAD 
to be a famous singer, along with his desire to 
become jagad-guru: 

"You have got some desire to become 
a famous preacher and famous Vaisnava 
singer and also jagad-guru. This is a spirit¬ 
ual desire, so it is not like any material de¬ 
sire and it is all right to desire for Krsna in 
this way." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter to SAD, 31/12/72) 

But, as just quoted, Srila Prabhupada had 
already stated that this desire of SAD to en¬ 
gage in playing guitar and writing songs and 
to become a famous Vaisnava singer was not 
to be acted on. Therefore, Srila Prabhupada's 
statement that having the desire to become a 
famous Vaisnava singer or jagad-guru is per¬ 
missible, does not in and of itself mean that 
Srila Prabhupada has sanctioned one to act 
on that desire and become a famous singer or 
jagad-guru. This validates the conclusion of the 
previous article, that Srila Prabhupada did not 
ask SAD to "become jagad-guru". 

Conclusion 

SAD has engaged his followers to ful¬ 
fil his personal ambition of achieving star¬ 
dom through his music. However, again, if 
only they would bother to read the very let¬ 
ters SAD boasts he received from Srila Prabhu¬ 
pada, they would see that he has not been au¬ 
thorised by Srila Prabhupada to do this. Thus, 
whether it is SAD's personal desire to be a 
jagad-guru or a famous Vaisnava singer, or any 
other claims by other ISKCON leaders, just the 
simple act of reading Srila Prabhupada's words 
can save one from being cheated. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Blind Following Leads to Contradiction 


F ollowing on from the previous two articles, 
where we highlighted how ISKCON's lead¬ 
ers rely on blind following by their disciples, 
here we will demonstrate how ISKCON's lead¬ 
ers themselves also engage in blind following! 
All emphases added. 

Blind enthusiasm 

In previous issues, we mentioned a book 
authored by ISKCON guru HG Kripamoya 
Dasa ("KMD"), titled The Guru & Disciple Book. 
A conversation regarding this book took place 
on 24/9/18 involving KMD, his fellow ISKCON 
guru HH Sivarama Swami ("SRS"), and one of 
SRS's disciples ("SDD") -extracts from which 
are presented below in shaded boxes. The 
conversation revolves around efforts to pro¬ 
mote this book in ISKCON, because it is point¬ 
ed out that: 

SDD: "no one's promoting it". 

SRS agrees enthusiastically to help pro¬ 
mote this book: 

SDD: "Kripamoya, you're OK with that? If Guru 
Maharaja [SRS] takes your book forward?" 
KMD: "Yes." 

SRS: "It's a done deal. It's put forward." 

KMD: "Push it, push it." 

At the same time, SRS points out that he 
has not actually read the book: 

SRS: "You know I hear so much about that 
book. I've yet to read it, because I don't get to 
read books." 

Thus, SRS is enthusiastic to blindly pro¬ 
mote a book he has not even read. 

The admission regarding the book that 
"no one's promoting it" could be due to the 
fact that we thoroughly exposed this book in 
the BTP articles "40 Years of Cheating" (BTP 49) 
and "ISKCON Guru Destroys ISKCON Guru Sys¬ 
tem" ( BTP 50). In those articles, we revealed 
how the book simultaneously promotes 
the IRM's position and destroys ISKCON's 
guru system via its admission that Srila 
Prabhupada only appointed ritvik representa¬ 
tives, not guru successors. Both are compelling 
reasons for ISKCON to be reluctant to promote 
the book. And the fact that SRS has "heard so 
much about the book", despite this lack of pro¬ 
motion, could also be due to these BTP articles 
having made the existence of the book known 
to many, with the book maybe receiving wid¬ 
er publicity via the IRM than it does via ISKCON 
itself! Indeed, KMD said that our BTP 50 article 
gave a "great headline"and "compelling ad"for 
his book (KMD, 19/8/16). 


Blind foolishness 

KMD states in his book: 

"In July 1977, he (Srila Prabhupada) 
lists eleven names of disciples [...] The let¬ 
ter does not appoint the eleven as gurus, it 
merely appoints them as continental repre¬ 
sentatives ". 

(KMD, The Guru & Disciple Book, p. 308) 

"In May 1977, Srila Prabhupada said 
that he would select some of his disciples 
to act as guru, but by November the only 
selection that vaguely resembled anything 
like that was the choosing of eleven to act 
as continental representatives in the mat¬ 
ter of initiation." 

(KMD, The Guru & Disciple Book, p. 310) 

Thus, KMD states that Srila Prabhupada 
did not appoint 11 gurus, but "merely", or only, 
appointed 11 continental representatives, or 
"ritviks ", to conduct initiations. However, SRS 
states the opposite of what KMD states above: 

"Srila Prabhupada did complete the 
training, at least to his satisfaction, and did 
choose some gurus ." 

(SRS, Continuing the Parampara, p. 14) 

"that was something that Srila Prabhu¬ 
pada himself also employed when he also 
selected devotees to give diksa . And he also 
mentioned those who are nearest, that those 
devotees who are nearest geographic area 
they would naturally be the diksa gurus ." 
(SRS Podcast, 5/2/16) 

Thus, in complete contradiction to KMD, 
SRS states that Srila Prabhupada did appoint 
gurus. Indeed, he goes on to explain that the 
11 individuals that KMD has said, even by No¬ 
vember (the time of Srila Prabhupada's phys¬ 
ical departure), were "merely" selected only 
as 11 ritviks, were those appointed as 11 gu¬ 
rus (SRS, Continuing the Parampara, p. 18). 
Hence, SRS should have read KMD's book be¬ 
fore blindly agreeing to promote it, since help¬ 
ing to promote the opposite of what one be¬ 
lieves in makes one look foolish. 

SRS is acknowledged at the beginning of 
the book by KMD as being one of the "wise", 
"thoughtful" and "learned Vaisnavas", who 
"helped" him "write this book" due to their 
"generous contributions" and "enlightening 
conversations". Thus, in the same way, KMD 
promoting SRS as one of these contributors, 
even though SRS completely contradicts KMD 
on the most fundamental issue of whether 
Srila Prabhupada appointed gurus or not, also 
makes KMD look foolish. 



KMD's blind reading 

Like SRS, it also appears that KMD has not 
even read his own book carefully. For he con¬ 
tradicts yet another contributor who is ac¬ 
knowledged at the beginning of his book 
along with SRS-in this case HH Tamala 
Krishna Goswami ("TKG"). In his book, KMD 
claims the word " ritvik " is used "inventively" 
to mean "'one who gives diksha on behalf of 
the guru'". That is, KMD is claiming that such 
use is false, as it is made up. Yet his contributor 
TKG repeatedly used" ritvik " to mean just what 
KMD has claimed to be an "invention"!: 

"His Divine Grace said, "[...] I have se¬ 
lected you among eleven men as " rittik " or 
representative of the acarya, to give initi¬ 
ations, both first and second initiation, on 
my behalf ." 

(TKG Letter, 10/7/77) 

"Srila Prabhupad has appointed thus 
far eleven representatives who will initiate 
new devotees on His behalf ." 

(TKG Letter, 11/7/77) 

"His Divine Grace immediately replied, 
[...] Make your own field and continue to be 
rittik and act on my behalf ." 

(TKG Letter, 31/7/77) 

Conclusion 

Due to their blind loyalty to their fellow 
ISKCON gurus, both KMD and SRS have ac¬ 
cepted things without first using their mental 
faculties and actually checking them, leading 
to contradiction and foolishness. This type.of 
blind following is not Krishna consciousness: 

"But it is not that it is a blind following. 
It is based on philosophy and science, this 
Krsna consciousness." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 23/10/66) 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 


























Author Rebuts Own Rival Book to Srila Prabhupada 


In the BTP 53 article "Sticking with Srila Prabhupada's Books", we exposed the book The Bhagavata Purana: Selected Readings, which is a ri¬ 
val translation and commentary to Srila Prabhupada's translation of and commentary on the Srimad-Bhagavatam. In this rival book's blurb and 
Preface, it is stated that the book is necessary because it makes the Srimad-Bhagavatam "more accessible to English-speaking audiences" and 
"more meaningful to scholars", and provides a translation that is "accessible to students and scholars". We showed that this book is actually 
unauthorised and completely unnecessary, since Srila Prabhupada's Srimad-Bhagavatam is already complete in every sense. The co-author of this 
rival book (along with GBC-elected guru HH Kfsna Ksetra Swami) is Radhika Ramana Dasa ("RRD"). RRD is also an advisor to the GBC, as he is an 
associate member of the Sastric Advisory Council ("SAC"). The extracts in shaded boxes are from a lecture he gave on 2/12/18. 

Completely accessible to English speakers 

"he makes those commentaries relevant to a modern audience. [...] So Prabhupada took something that was modern and relevant in JTva Goswa- 
mi's time [...] and made it modern and relevant for us, in a way that we can understand. [...] We can pick up the book and say, 'So what do I do? 
How do I apply Gita in my own life?', and we can do it. That is no ordinary accomplishment. That is unprecedented, at least in the English language." 

Here, RRD explains how Srila Prabhupada's Srimad-Bhagavatam commentaries are especially accessible for English-speaking audiences. Con¬ 
tinuing, RRD makes it clear again that Srila Prabhupada's Bhagavatam is completely accessible in every way: 

"This is a huge accomplishment; to translate knowledge that is so detailed, make it accessible, to summarise the contribution of an entire line of 
teachers and gurus and wise scholars, and then to make it relevant for our own time in a way that you and I can apply it." 

Meaningful and accessible to students and scholars 

"big contribution was that in his purports, he took that ancient tradition I was describing, of the different acaryas, throughout five hundred years 
and even before, and all their commentaries, which are even more locked away in Sanskrit. [...] so much knowledge, wisdom is there, and he read 
those and he took those commentaries, he summarised the essence of them, and sometimes in great detail actually, and put them in his purports. 
Right, so he brought that tradition and made it right here in his purports." 

RRD explains that by "unlocking" the Sanskrit teachings of all the relevant acaryas and presenting them in detail, both Srila Prabhupada's trans¬ 
lation of and commentary on the Srimad-Bhagavatam are also completely meaningful and accessible to students and scholars. 

Jumping over 

In the Introduction to the rival Bhagavatam, it is stated that they consulted the commentaries of 10 previous acaryas. But such "jumping over" 
directly to the previous acaryas is forbidden: 

"You cannot jump over. You must go through the parampara system. You have to approach through your spiritual master". 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 28/3/75) 

RRD accepts that such jumping over is unnecessary, since Srila Prabhupada's books contain the essential teachings of the previous acaryas: 
"He had taken JTva Goswami's argument and presented it in his purports, the essence of what the acaryas are saying, and Prabhupada does this 
again and again in his commentaries. Srldhara Swami, Baladeva Vidyabhusana, and JTva Goswami, and so many different teachers." 

Conclusion 

By admitting that Srila Prabhupada's translation of and commentary on the Srimad-Bhagavatam is completely accessible and meaningful to 
English speakers, scholars and students, RRD has systematically rebutted all the reasons he gave for the need for his rival book. And thus he has 
validated the IRM's analysis and conclusion about his rival book that was given in the BTP 53 article mentioned above. 
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"The Final Order by Krishnakant Desai has 
been perhaps the most influential post-1977 
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